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Happy New Year!

Hope everyone had a good holiday season and that their bees survived the
change from unseasonal warm temperatures to ice and snow so if feeding is

necessary use fondant.

Our first meeting of the year is at the National Trust Visitor Centre Lodge Lane
Cobham on January 18" and will include a Q and A session from members on
any aspect of beekeeping they encountered last season or thoughts for next.

Some Members of the Committee will be bringing along their best or worst Bee
Equipment purchase for discussion and you would be welcome to do the
same if you wish. Usual time of 2pm, parking in farmyard opposite taking care

not to block the Barn doors.
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Annual Branch Lunch ...

The annual Branch lunch is
booked at Bartellas in Meopham
for February 28th, sample menu
and details to follow in due
course, order on the day. It would
be helpful if you would let Lesley
know if you are interested in
attending.
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Winter bee keeping..

Feed them sweet nothings, insulate like
a pro (or just a little), seal the deal
(against mice) and accept the risk (about
10% of colonies don’t make it) Our job is
to give them the best fighting chance
and then hopefully celebrate their
emergence in the spring!

Winter musing...

As we move away from
the winter solstice with
the promise of increasing
daylight, itis also atime
when nature signals to
bees that spring is near,
even while it is still cold.

During the winter
solstice honey was
celebrated as a symbol
of hope, honey
represented the eternal
promise of renewal just
as darkness gives way to
returning light.

Beeswax candles, lit
during solstice
ceremonies, amplified
this theme, their golden
glow mirroring the sun’s
triumphant return.

Don’t forget... Please do
have a think if you wish to
put your name forward to
go on the swarm
collection list.
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Asian Hornet Update! ™

Queens....

We can but hope that the recent cold weather has hopefully knocked out any overwintering Asian Hornet

Kent has experienced a high number of sightings and nests reported particularly in 2025 and years
preceding, they are a major threat to honey bees and require vigilance from everyone!

The hard work will continue to educate and do all we can to eradicate this unwelcomed invader from the
Gravesend Asian Hornet ‘Squad’, if you wish to do anything to help (even more than you already do) please
do get in touch with Michelle and Tony. Thank you
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