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The AGM and Mini Honey Show will be held at the NT Visitor Centre Lodge Lane
Cobham DA12 3BS on Sunday 23" November 2.30 -4.30pm

We look forward to lots of entries in the Show, Sue will be there from 2pm to
receive entries and the Show will be judged by John Chapman from Medway
Beekeepers. There are small trophies to be won for each class to be kept for a
year until 2026 AGM.

Usual parking arrangements in the farm car park opposite the Centre.
Class 1 ajar of clear honey any size

Class 2 ajar of set honey any size

Class 3 a cake incorporating honey in the recipe

Class 4 Photography of any aspect related to beekeeping

Class 5 Wax block(s), model or candle, or recipe using beeswax

Please come along and let us have any ideas for talks or demonstrations and
we will strive to incorporate your suggestions.
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New Blood Request! Dad’s Sloe Gin ...

We are losing two members of Prepare the sloes, rinse well, pat dry
the committee who have been and freeze on a flat tray (this mimics a
valued for their hard work, so frost) over night.

would welcome some new
recruits to join us as
replacements to fulfil our
required minimum number to
run Gravesend Branch.

Measurements in equal volume: 1/3
good quality gin 1/3 sloes and 1/3
white sugar. Mix well, continue to
gently stir daily until all of the sugar
has dissolved.

Lesley is also looking to pass
over her secretarial position
after many years.

Leave to infuse for approximately 8
week but no longer than 10 weeks.

Strain, decant and bottle. Flavour will
improve if left to mature. Enjoy!

Autumn musing...

.

The autumnal colours
are truly glorious this
year, as promised.

By the end of October
Harvest has drawn to a
close and it would have
been rude not to forage
what nature has supplied
such as blackberries,
elder berries and sloes to
name but a few. All such
berries are pollinated by
our honey bees, bumble
bees and solitary bees.

So heres’ to our winged
friends for enabling us to
enjoy blackberry pies,
elderberry syrup and of
course, my favourite sloe
gin! Cheers.

Don’t forget...A gentle
reminder that Lesley will
need jar orders by the end
of the month please, for
delivery in January.

Asian Hornet Update! A

As of 30th October, the Animal and Plant Health Agency’s National Bee Unit (NBU) informed us that they have
received further credible reports of YLH’s. This means that currently there has been a total of 530 sightings in

2025.

Since the last update, 2 more nests have been discovered: Kent, Womenswold and St Margaret’s Bay.

As of 30th October, 157 confirmed nests have been found this year. On 31st October, the enhanced contingency
response will be scaled back, however, the NBU will continue to respond to credible sightings that are
reported. Going forward, formal updates will be shared by exception if a nest is found rather than on a regular

weekly basis.
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