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January’s meeting

January meeting well attended
and some useful info on the
basic provided by the speaker,
unfortunately not much on bee
diseases as requested - this will
be remedied later in the
programme.

In February, honey bees in the UK

are active inside their hives, laying eggs
and preparing for spring. They are also
consuming more food and stores, and
are at risk of starvation. Thisis a
worrying time for us bee keepers
especially as the weather has been so
up and down. Here’s hoping that we’ll
see our girls flying soon & cracking on
with the upcoming warmer climes.

A bit about the history of honey...

It is a well-known fact that the honey discovered in the pyramids, which is
estimated to be at least 3,000 years old, is still considered edible due to its natural
preservation properties (low water content and high sugar levels that prevent
bacteria from growing).

But did you know that the Romans were very big fans of honey and had their own
theories about how honey came to be. They believed that a honey bee flew up
Mount Olympus to give Jupiter a gift of honey. Jupiter was so delighted with the gift
that he promise the little worker bee whatever she would like. So after a little
contemplation, the honey bee asked for the ability to sting humans should they
attempt to steal honey from her hive. So now you know!

The oldest honey discovered is believed to be around 5,500 years old in Georgia,
west of Tblisi, during an oil pipeline construction. The honey was discovered in
ceramic vessels, see image above, similar to how the Ancient Egyptians stored
honey, in a tomb of a noblewoman who believed that the honey would also travel
with her into the afterlife.

Many people are mistaken to think that mead is a medieval invention but actually
the earliest discovery of a drink fermented from honey was in Northern China in
6,500 BC. This means that mead is, in fact, older than the wheel!!! Mead traces
found in ceramics have also been discovered in Europe from 2,800 — 1800 BC
including Northern Scotland.

Swarms

If you wish to be
included in the
swarm collection list
please contact Tony
Warren email
tony@ettprojects.co.
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Dates for your diaries...

Branch will plan a dry run later in the year.

to Varroa" and an excellent speaker and the talk was fascinating.

possible.

know if you wish to attend. Thank you.

A number of members have shown interest intaking the basic so if you wish to add your name to the list, the

8™ February meeting - joint with Sidcup Branch is talk delivered at the National Honey Show by Steve
Riley Chair and Education Officer for Westerham Beekeepers. He is author of a book "The Honey Bee Solution

Venue is Joydens Wood Community Centre postcode DA2 7NE, time 3 pm. Hope to see as many members as

Branch Lunch at Bartellas has been changed to Saturday 8" March, sample menu to follow. Please let Lesley
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