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Hi fellow Beekeepers, April can be a tricky
month with the weather not yet settled and
chopping and changing from sunshine to
showers. | hope your colonies have
successfully survived the winter, reports are
variable, some losses and others where hives
are steaming ahead so a good idea to still
keep an eye on those that may need a boost
of feed.

The Branch apiary is looking smart and
spruced up ready for the new season as a
result of two working parties, tackling the
weeding, pruning and painting. Just some
final painting needed on the Bee Shed so
many thanks to those who were able to join
the working parties and make such good
progress.

There is still time to put your name forward for
the basic examination if you have been
keeping bees for a year or more and would
like to dip your toe in the water. Just contact
Sue Payne email suepayne614@gmail.com
to register your interest. The syllabus can be
found on the BBKA website and the entrance
fee is refunded by Kent Beekeepers upon
successful completion of the test, as are all
the beekeeping modules and practicals. She
and | will be available at the apiary on Sunday
the 19" May from 10am to run through the
questions entrants are likely to encounter for
both the practical and theory elements, the
examination day will most likely be in June
and last an hour with each candidate. Please
let Sue or | know if you would like to take up
our offer.

We have a number of applicants signed up for
the taster course but room for more if you
know anyone who would like to attend. Flyer
and application form on the Branch website.

On Wednesday the 10™ of April and Saturday
the 20" April Peter Cox one of our very
experienced members will at the out apiary to
lead the inspection of the Branch colonies to
check for diseases and also demonstrate on
drones the art of marking bees, useful to
practice on before embarking on queen
marking.

Good news from Michelle, she has just had
confirmation from KBKA that they will match
fund our application for the various items of
equipment purchased to trap/repel the
possible incursion locally of the Asian hornet.
Therefore members who have ordered items
should shortly be receiving the same.

Finally please keep vigilant for the dreaded
Asian Hornet but also don't forget to check
for varroa mites deciding on actions to keep
there levels low.

Happy Beekeeping

Lesley



