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January newsletter

Hi Everyone, | hope you all enjoyed the
festivities, have recovered, and are
looking forward to the new season.

Please do keep an eye on your colonies
as the recent mild weather up until
Christmas has seen them flying most
days with little pollen available and no
nectar. If you need to feed use fondant
that can be sliced or grated and
dropped above the brood nest, or a
bag of granulated sugar pierced in the
centre, dampened and placed over the
feed hole in the crown board. The
current cold spell is also an ideal time
for oxalic acid treatment for varroa as
there will be minimal brood in the
cluster.

The first meeting of the year is next
Sunday the 21* January at the NT
Visitor Centre, 2pm, when Charlotte,
Michelle and myself will be
demonstrating using beeswax for soap,
potions, lotions and polish. Please feel
free to bring any friends who may be
interested, they will be welcome and
there will also be some items for sale.
There will be the usual opportunity to
chat over refreshments. Please park in
the farmyard opposite avoiding
obstructing the barn doors.

Some small amounts of 1lb honey jars
will be available if anyone wants to
keep a few for entering Honey shows
where this size is required. | know a lot
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of members bottle their crop in 120z
jars, so this may be of use if you wish
to enter the County or National Honey
Show.

Saturday the 3 February meeting will
be led by Tony Warren who will be
updating us on the Asian hornet
situation and what we need to do to
catch any invaders!

The Branch lunch will be on Saturday
24" February at the Rising Sun
Fawkham Green, details of this to
follow with menu and prices.

The Branch programme for the year is
also attached, again a few more details
to follow.

Members who have been keeping bees
for a year or two are encouraged to
take the basic exam that is a mix of a
chat with the examiner and a practical
colony inspection. Speak to Sue Payne,
Michelle or Lesley if tempted to apply.
Good for a confidence boost in
beekeeping knowledge.

If you know anyone who is interested
in the Taster Course please point them
to the application forms on the Branch
website.

Lesley



