
 

 GRAVESEND BBKA NEWSLETTER – JANUARY 2023 

 

Hi Everyone, 

We hope you had a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year! We have 

lots of things planned for 2023 – 

hopefully something for everyone. 

First Meeting of the Year! 

Our first meeting of the year will be 

held at the National Trust Barn, 

Lodge Lane Cobham, DA12 3BS on 

Saturday 28th January from 2pm - 

4pm. Peter Cox will lead us on a 

discussion forum reviewing how we 

all coped with last year’s weather, 

the bees, what went well and what 

challenges we encountered, and 

how we plan to manage our bees this 

year.  

Please park in the farmyard opposite 

and make sure the Barn doors are 

not blocked. It will be nice to get 

together and have a good old chat 

over a cup of something. 

Branch Lunch at the Rising Sun, 

Fawkham – 19th Feb  

Our annual Branch Lunch will be held 

at the Rising Sun on 19th February, 

the time and menu to be sent 

separately. It’s always great fun – we 

hope to see you all there. 

Asian Hornet Verifier Test 

Please consider taking the on-line 

Asian Hornet Verifier test which is 

very easy and takes just a few 

minutes, then let Sue have your co-

ordinates so that she can input your 

success on to the map. Her email is: 

suepayne614@gmail.com. The test 

is available online at 

www.bbka.org.uk under General 

Public Asian Hornet Quiz. 

Swarms 

If you are interested in collecting any 

swarms that may be available in the 

season please give your name and 

phone number to Tony Warren who 

is co-ordinating the information - 

07793 434800 or email 

tony@ettprojects.co.uk. 

Queen Rearing Course  
 

We are lucky to have Rudi Repka 

from Sidcup Beekeepers agree to run 

a Queen Rearing course for us! The 

first instalment will take place on 

April 23rd and will be followed by 5 

weeks of practical, grafting etc. (see 

Branch Programme) Please let Lesley 

know if you are interested in 

participating and haven't already put 

your name down – 01474 792 666 or 

email lesleyfancote@msn.com. 

 

The programme for the year is 

attached – we hope to see you all 

soon! 



 

                   

         

                                     Meetings Programme 2023 

 
January 28th 

Saturday  NT Visitors Centre, Lodge Lane , Cobham, DA12 3BS, 2pm-4pm 

                                        Discussion Forum led by Peter Cox , review of 2022 and plans for 2023 

                                        Meeting the New Jeskyns’ ranger All members input very welcome            

             

February 19th               Rising Sun  Annual club lunch                  Email charlotte_niranjan@yahoo.com 

Sunday                          Fawkham  12.30pm for 1pm                  with menu choices if attending 

 

March 4th               NT Visitors Centre Lodge Lane, Cobham, DA12 3BS   All members 

                                       2pm “Are my bees healthy”?                                            Bob Smith ( Medway) 

 

April 22nd Saturday     Taster Course Branch Apiary Jeskyns Community Woodland 

                                       10am-5pm   Lesley Fancote & Mike Pressley   

 

April 23rd                        Pre-Queen raising input – grafting or cage                              Rudi Repka (Sidcup 

 

 NT Visitors Centre 2pm   

 

May 14th, 21st,28th  Jeskyns Apiary                                                      Rudi Repka (Sidcup) 

(all Sundays)                            2.00pm onwards Practical queen raising (5  weeks) 

June 4th,11th 

 

June 3rd  Munchies in the Meadow                                                             All Members  

Saturday 

   

 

July 7th, 8th, 9th Kent County Show at Detling Showground              Volunteers welcome 

 

July  23rd Sunday          Branch BBQ by Kind invitation of  Paula & Roy Taylor    All members 

 

August 6th or 13th TBA  Provisional club extraction day    

Sunday   from ?                                      Some members 

 

September  17th        NT visitors Centre Lodge Lane, Cobham DA12 3BS                  All members  

Sunday  time tba  Products of the hive   

 

October 26th/27th/28th Sandown Park         National Honey Show                        All Members   

    

November TBA NT Visitors Centre Lodge Lane Cobham AGM       All members     

Saturday  

 


