GRAVESEND BBKA NEWSLETTER — APRIL 2023

Hi Everyone,

This is turning out to be a difficult
spring with lots of colony losses
being reported, possibly due to the
extra-long season last year and the
winter bees being unable to
maintain the colony that would
under normal circumstances be in a
winter cluster, and also maybe losses
due to a heavy varroa load.

April Programme

The taster course will go ahead this
month on April 22" — led by Lesley
and Mike. If you know of anyone
interested in taking the course, there
is still a few spaces available.

April 30*" — Rudi Repka Talk

Rudi will be giving his talk on Queen
rearing that he had delivered
previously at the spring convention.
This will be necessary for the
members who have put their names
down for the queen raising course,
as well as the general membership.
Rudi is a very well-respected
Beekeeper who has travelled and
lectured all over the world.

Venue: National Trust Visitor Centre,
Lodge Lane (DA12 3BS), 2-4pm,

Parking in farmyard not in front of
barn doors.

Branch Rota Inspection

Michelle has put together a Branch
Rota Inspection (attached), thanks to
everyone who signed up to help.
Everyone is welcome to join any
weekend and the extra help is
always appreciated.

Munchies in the Meadow -
June 3rd

This year Munchies in the Meadow
will be held on Saturday 3™ June. Can
you please let us know (via the group
WhatsApp) if you are able to help on
the day — it really is a very fun day
out!

If you assist on the day, you have the
bonus option of selling your own
produce, too.

Education

If anyone is interested in taking the
Basic Assessment this year, please
get in touch with Sue Payne
(suepayne6l4@gmail.com) to
arrange the application.



Inspection Rota for Apiary at JESKYNS for 2023:
Any changes to your availability please call me on 07734467410

Colour codes:

DATE
Sat 15 April 2023

Sat 22nd April 2023
Sun 30th April 2023
Sun 30t April 2023
Sun 7th May 2023
Sat13th May 2023
Sun 14t May 2023
Sat 20" May 2023
Sun 215t May 2023

Sat 27th May 2023

Sun 28t May 2023
Sat 374 June 2023
Sat 3rd June 2023
Sun 4™ June 2023
Sat 10" June 2023
Sun 11t June 2023

Sat 17th June 2023
Sun 25" June 2023
Sat 15¢ July 2023
Sun 9% July 2023

Sun 16" July 2023

Inspections:

EVENT/DEMONSTRATION
Inspection

Taster course

Inspection

Queen rearing Pre-input Rudi Repka

Inspection

Inspection

Queen Rearing Course Rudi Repka

Inspection

Queen Rearing Course Rudi Repka
Inspection

Queen Rearing Course Rudi Repka
Inspection

Munchies in the Meadow

Queen Rearing Course Rudi Repka
Inspection

Queen Rearing Course Rudi Repka
Inspection

Inspection

Inspection

Inspection

Inspection

Club Demonstrations:

TIME
llam

10-5pm
Ilam
2pm
llam

10.am

10am
2pm
10am
2pm
10am

9am
onwards

2pm

10am
2pm

10am
10am
10am
10.am

10am

Club meetings:

LEAD MEMBERS
Phil Painter & Kerry Smith

N/A

Mike Pressley &Catherine Handy

NT visitors centre Lodge Lane
Cobham

Tony Warren & David Francis
Roy Taylor & Kevin Wade
Course participants

Peter Cox & Alan Kinnear
Course participants

Michelle & Wanda & Jan Becket

Course participants

Kerry S & Richard G

Volunteers to help with club stall
Course Participants

Stephen Leveritt & David Francis
Course Participants

Roy Taylor & Catherine Handy
DiR & Nicola H & Adge
Michelle & Kevin W & Richard G
Mike Pressley & Alan Kinnear

Phil Painter & Adge



Sat 22" July 2023  Demonstration on preparations for 10am Michelle, all members welcome
extraction
Sun 6™ Aug 2023 Club Extraction Day 10am All members
onwards
Sun 13t Aug 2023 Inspection with Varroa treatment 10am Michelle and Sue Payne
Sat 19th Aug 2023  Inspection with Varroa treatment 10am Phil Painter & Stephen Leveritt
Sat 26" Aug 2023 Inspection with Varroa treatment 10am Michelle & Wanda
Sun 3™ Sept 2023 Removal of Varroa Treatment and 10am TBC
feeders added
Sat 9t Sept 2023 Feed added if required 10am TBC
Sun 17t Sept 2023  Feed added if required 10am TBC
Sat 7t Oct 2023 Insulation and mouse guards added 11am TBC
Sat 13 Nov 2021 Check for damage & add woodpecker Ilam TBC
cages if needed
Sun 12t Dec 2021 Winter treatment if required Ilam TBC



