
June Newsletter

Hello Members,

It seems the swarming season has now peaked and things are beginning to get a little easier and 
less frantic.  Personally, following a few minor disasters and a couple of fairly large blunders, it’s 
nice to think there’s a slightly more mundane period ahead.  That said, we are now entering, or 
have entered (thanks to climate change) the June Gap period.  Speaking to members in urban 
areas they’ll say ‘it doesn't existareas they’ll say ‘it doesn't exist’ and thats obviously because of the abundance of exotic and non 
native plants available in these areas for forage.  For beekeepers in more rural areas or those that 
have apiaries on farmland its a little bit of a different story and the temperament of your colony 
might change according to how stressed it becomes. Here’s a couple of short articles detailing 
some of the forage our bees can still find during this period between the spring flowers having 
ended and the summer flowers appearing.

https://www.apicultural.co.uk/june-s-focus-on-forage

https://wwhttps://www.rosybee.com/blog/2011/06/the-june-gap-a-tough-time-for-bees

Munchies on the Meadow
Just a reminder that Munchies on the Meadow is this coming Saturday 4th June at the Meadow
Rooms Cobham.  If you’ve not been able to volunteer on the club’s stall then please do try to make
 it along at some point during the day to support the club and the many other local artisans and 
producers.  The event begins at 11.30 and finishes at 6pm and is billed as a ‘Family Festival of
Flavours’.

Club DemonstrationsClub Demonstrations
The demonstrations Michelle and Gary have been running at the club apiary this year have been
a great success story and well attended.  Below are some photos of the demonstration that they
ran on the 8th May where they showed members methods of making increases and discussed
queen rearing.  Please don’t forget that there is another demonstration this week following
Munchies on Sunday the 5th on integrated pest management including a demo on performing an
alcohol wash for varroa.  So if you can’t make it to Munchies this coming weekend there’s another
way to get your beekeeping fix!way to get your beekeeping fix!
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Rudi Repka Visit
This month also saw Rudi Repka visit the club apiary and run an inspection and Q&A Session.  He’s a man
with an incredible breadth of experience both here in the UK at Sidcup branch but also running talks and
consulting worldwide on beekeeping.  He certainly has some strong opinions on the do’s and dont’s!  
Rudi has agreed to return at some point to run a session on queens and queen rearing so if you didn’t get to 
attend this time for whatever reason there will almost certainly be an opportunity to meet Rudi and learn some 
of his methods in the future.  Here are some images from the daof his methods in the future.  Here are some images from the day.
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Club Instagram
As an initial foray into the world of social media we’ve set up a club instagram account.  Instagram is
full of amazing beekeeping content for example - there are some 1.4million posts with the hashtag 
‘beekeeping’ so its a great resource to plunder but also a great way for the club to show what we do,
most organisations now have a social media presence..

The profile page is at present empty and set to private while we iron out the finer points but if you 
are on instagram or have fancied giving it a go then please give the clubare on instagram or have fancied giving it a go then please give the club’s instagram a follow our 
handle is gravesendbka.  As the profile is private (for now) you’ll need to get the instagram app on 
the app store of whatever mobile platform you use and create a profile to follow us, of course if you
have a profile already just search ‘gravesendbka’ and you’ll find us.  Once we open up the profile
you’ll be able to view it in any browser by going to www.instagram.com/gravesendbka but you won’t 
be able to comment on the posts without an account.  We’ll see how we go with instagram but 
eventually we’d like to be able to live stream inspections and things like the visit from Rudi so that
members who weren’t able to attend are able to watch back.  members who weren’t able to attend are able to watch back.  

As many of the posts will feature photos from inspections please let me know if for whatever reason
you don’t want your image shared on social media, I think the bee suits make us all pretty 
anonymous anyway but Adam, who has kindly volunteered to run the club’s social media, will be 
happy to leave you out if you so desire. 

That about wraps it up for this Month, please keep an eye on the rota - and try to support the club
by attending when you can :)


