
GBKA July Newsletter

Hello Members,

I hope July’s newsletter önds you well.  Some members have reported this year’s honey øow as ‘the best ever’ 
and if Roy’s video on the whatsapp group is anything to go by I’m inclined to believe them.  Sadly for yours truly
some early rookie mistakes have put paid to any sort of bumper year but there’s still just about enough time to
have something to show for my efforts!

IIn world bee news the varroa mite has now made it to Australia which is obviously bad news for Australian 
beekeepers but in encouraging news there is a very interesting article in this Month’s beecraft about the natural 
resistance some colonies have seemed to have developed, well worth a read (pg 23).  As a club we’d still always
recommend you treat your colonies for varroa but perhaps a small chink of light for the future.

    Club BBQ
This year Roy and Paula have kindly offered to host the club’s annual summer BBQ.  Very generously they have
offered to cover the cost of the bbq basics but you will need to bring your own drinks.  If members wish to bring
side dishes (salads eside dishes (salads etc) and puddings, I’m sure that these will be gratefully received by Roy and Paula (and the
wider membership!) but please let Paula know what you are planning on bringing for catering purposes.  
Similarly if you have any special dietary requirements please let Paula know with as much notice as possible.  
The BBQ will take place on Sunday 17th July from 2pm  at Wellgate, Three Gates Road, Fawkham, DA3 8NZ.
Please let Paula know if you intend to come and what if anything you plan to bring via either 07887 998084
or via roy@fawkhambeecompany.co.uk.  It’s vital you conörm you are attending for catering purposes.

Honey Labelling:
SSome members may already have extracted honey this year and some may be about to so it’s worth reminding
members of their legal obligations are far as labelling goes (if you plan to sell your honey).  You can of course buy 
ready to go labels from suppliers like Thorne Beehives but if like me you plan on having your own design then 
hopefully this bullet point list will be helpful or at least a timely reminder of what’s required.  To caveat it is just a 
crib sheet and not a full interpretation of the law.

1) Name of the honey - the name must include the word ‘Honey’, so for example ‘Kent Honey’, ‘Neil’s Honey’ - you
    ca    can’t use anything that would be misleading for example ‘wasp honey’ as that raises questions about origin and 
   therefore the product itself as wasps obviously don’t make honey.    There are various allowances within the 
   honey regulations that you are allowed to use to differentiate your honey from another type of honey
   but these are speciöc and listed in the regulations, for example ‘baker’s honey’ or ‘comb honey’.  As a side point, 
   If your ‘honey’ has a moisture content above 20% it needs to be labelled as ‘baker’s honey’.
2) Name and contact details of the producer - you have to list at least one method of being able to contact
      yourself as the producer of the honey, this could be an address, a telephone number or email address.
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3) Country of Origin - you are required by law to state on your label where the honey was harvested so for our 
     members this is simply ‘Produce of England ’ or ‘Produce of the UK’.
4) Basic Storage Conditions - you just need to give the customer some idea as to how to achieve the best 
    before date so for example a notice about granulated honey and how to restore the honey to a liquid 
    consistency or ‘please store in a cool dark place’.  That way if the customer stores the honey next to an oven
    or log bu    or log burner where it will degrade more quickly they cannot complain that the best before date was an
    exaggeration.
5) A Best before date - I’d suggest a minimum of a year from the date of extraction but most people opt for 
    three years.
6) A lot mark - each batch that you extract and jar should have an individual lot marking.  This should link to
     your record keeping so you are able to trace which apiary the honey was extracted from and when.
7) Weight Marking - traditionally honey is sold in pounds and ounces but by law you must also list the metric 
    equi    equivalent.  So for example 340g/12oz net, the metric measurement must be bigger/more prominent than
    the imperial measurement.  Obviously you must also ensure that the weight of honey in the jar is equivalent 
    to that which you are listing.  The weight marking must also be in the same line of view as the name of the 
   product i.e they both need to be on the front of the jar.
8) You need to use a minimum of 1.2mm font size for all mandatory information (so all of the above) and 4mm
    for the weight information.
9) Risk warning - you should include that ‘Honey is unsuitable for infants under 12 months old’

DDates for the Diary:
Kent County Show - 8th, 9th, 10th or July at Detling Showground.  The Kent Beekeepers Association have a
large stand showcasing the best from the county.

Festival of Bees - 3rd Sept, University of Greenwich, Medway Campus.  A beekeeping and pollination festival,
with free lectures from some of the best beekeepers in the UK, exhibitions, talks, trade stands and much more
10% off tickets with the code BEECRAFT.  Some members with bad experiences dealing with Bee Equipment,
the supplier from Bridge nr Canterbury may wish to boycott this event as its run by the very same but others
mmay still wish to attend for the talks and lectures.

Instagram:
Don’t forget to join us over on instagram, our page is now open and can be viewed at :

www.instagram.com/gravesendbka

Roy and Paula have also joined instagram to promote The Fawkham Bee Company, so be sure to give them
a follow as well, they can be found at:

www.instagram.com/fawkhambeecompany


