Hi everyone
We should all be doing our weekly swarm
checks by now to make sure that her
majesty is not likely to disappear to
pastures new and take half the colony
with her. Bees are experts at hiding open
queen cells, so make sure you look at each
frame carefully. If a colony looks like it is
likely to swarm, then it is best to use one
of the swarm prevention techniques, such
as those described by Terry Clare at our
recent meeting.

Sunday’s meeting
This Sunday (20 May) we will be meeting
at the Cobham apiary from 2pm to inspect
the club hives. The inspection will be led
by former Bee Inspector and friend of the
Gravesend club, Bob Smith. Bob will look
through our hives and pass on some of his
expert advice and tips on the way. This is a
really good opportunity to watch how an
expert opens and looks through a hive,
especially for those who are relatively new
to the hobby. There will of course be the
usual refreshments.

Munchies success
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‘Munchies in the Meadow’ – the annual
food festival in Cobham – coincided with
some very hot and sunny weather last
weekend, and drew a big crowd. Our club
stand was very popular and we sold lots of
honey, candles, soaps, lip balm, and many
other products from the hive. We had lots
of enquiries from people who were
interested in beekeeping, including some
who were interested in a taster course.
Many thanks to all those members who
came along and helped on the stand for
part or all of the day.

Treatment records
All beekeepers are legally obliged to keep a
written record of any treatments they use
on their bees. The Veterinary Medicines
Directorate produces a suggested form for
these records, which must be kept for 5
years. The latest form is on page two of this
newsletter, so you can print it out and use it
if you want.

Hornet poster
The NNSS (non-native species secretariat)
has produced a poster to help us identify
Asian Hornets, and advice on what to do if
you think you have seen one. The poster is
on page 3 of the newsletter, again so you
can print it out if you want. The meeting on
Sunday was originally planned to include a
demonstration of how to make a hornet
trap. However, there is now some
discussion over whether we should be
setting out homemade traps because of the
effect on other insects, so we have decided
to drop the idea for now.

Honey buckets
One of our members has been able to get
hold of a number of food grade buckets
which would be ideal for storing honey after
extraction. They have tight fitting lids and
would hold around 30lb of honey. The
buckets are being put in the apiary shed
soon, and will be available on a first come,
first served basis for £2 each on days when
the shed is open. All proceeds will go to club
funds. Speak to Michelle for more details.

Kent County Show
As usual KBKA are looking for volunteers to
help at the County Show (6-8 July). There
are a number of different tasks that you can
help with, and in return for helping out for
half a day you get free entry to the show
and half a day to explore it yourself. Well
worth doing. Contact Chief Steward Bob
Smith on 0208 300 1807 or (preferably) by
email: bsmith12@ntlworld.com.
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Beekeepers are required to keep proof of purchase and a record of purchase, administration and disposal of all veterinary medicines for a minimum of 5 years
under the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 2011SI 2159.
Further information can be obtained from Veterinary Medicines Directorate, Woodham Lane, New Haw, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15.3LS. Telephone: 01932 336911.
www.vmd.defra.gov.uk

